. Steps to a Rebuttal Argument
v

m What exactly are you arguing against? o

u Are there secondary claims attached to the main cIa|m? ‘

m A fair summary of your oppenent’s position should be included in your
finished rebuttal.

Example
m I you are taking on affirmative action admissions policies for colleges and
universities, then what do those policies involve and whom do they affect?

m Are the facts accurate?

m Are the facts a truly representative sample?

m Are the facts current? ‘

m s there another body of facts that you can present as counterewdeln;e?

m | the author uses statistics, is evidence for the validity of those statistics
presented?

s Can the statistics be interpreted differently? :

a If the author quotes from sources, how reliable are those sources?

a Are the sources treated fairly, or are quatations taken out of context_?

& If the author cites outside autherity, how much trust can you place in that
authority?

What is the primary assumption of the claim you are rejecting?
What other assumptions support that claim?

re those assumptions flawed?
:3\guaare arguing aga?lnst a specific piece of writing, then how does the author
fall short? o )
Does the author resort to name calling? use faulty reasoning? ignore key facts?
What fallacies is the author guilty of committing?

m To what extent do your potential readers support the claim that you a
rejecting?

m If they strongly support that claim, then how might you appeal to the.
change their minds?

m What comman assumptions and beliefs do you share with them?

m Make your aim clear in your thesis statement.

m For example, a thesis statement like this one pramises a refutation and
counterargument: “Friedman’s argument is flawed in several ways. Nol
that, he ignores the fact that laws in the United States are frequently
developed in order to protect individuals against themselves.”

Identify the issue and the argument you are refecting

m If the issue is not familiar to most of your readers, you might need to pr
some background. i

m Even if it is familiar, it might be helpful to give a quick summary of the
competing positions.

= Rernember that offering a fair and accurate summary is a good way to b
credibility with your audience,

Take on the argument that yott are rejecting

® You might want to question the evidence that is used to support the
argument,

® You can challenge the facts, present counterevidence and countertestim
cast doubt on the representativeness of the sample, cast doubt on the
currency and relevance of the examples, challenge the credibility of any
autharities cited, question the way in which statistical evidence is presen
and interpreted, and argue that quotations are taken out of context.

Conclude on a firm note -

m In your conclusion you should have a strong argument that underscores your
abjections.

= You might wish Lo close with a counterargument or counterpropaosal.

u For detailed instructions, see Chapter 12,
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