CHAPTER 11 Proposal Arguments 207
teps to a Proposal Argument .

Step 1 Makea claim

Make a proposal claim advocating a specific change or course of action.

Formulg

m We should (or should not) do SOMETHING. In an essay of five or fewer pages,
it’s difficult to propose solutions to big problems such as continuing poverty,
Proposals that address local problems are not only more Mmanageable;
sometimes, they get actual results,

Examples

m The process of registering for courses (getting appointments at the health
center, getting email accounts) should be made more efficient.

m Your community should create bicycle lanes to make bicycling safer and to
reduce traffic (build a pedestrian overpass over a dangerous street; make it
easier to recycle newspapers, bottles, and cans).

Step 2 Identify the problem

m What exactly is the problem?

m Who is most affected by the problem?

= What causes the problem?

m Has anyone tried to do anything about it? If so, why haven’t they succeeded?
What is likely to happen in the future if the problem isn’t solved?

Step 3 Propose your solution
State your solution as specifically as you can,

m What exactly do you want to achieve?

m How exactly will your solution work?

m Can it be accomplished quickly, or will it have to be phased in over a few years?

m Has anything like it been tried elsewhere?

m Who will be involved?

m Can you think of any reasons why your solution might not work?

m How will you address those arguments?

w Can you think of any ways of strengthening your proposed solution in light of
those possible criticisms?
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Step 4 Consider other solutions

M What gther solutions have been or might be proposed for this problem
including deing nothing? :

m What are the advantages and disadvantages of those solutions?

m Why is your solution better?

Step 5 Examine the feasibility of your solution

m How easy is your solution to implement?

w Will the people most affected by your solution be willing to go along with it? (For
example, lots of things can be accomplished if enough people volunteer, bu.t
groups often have difficulty getting enough volunteers to work without ;)ay)

m If it costs money, how do you propose to pay for it? |

m Who is most likely to reject your proposal because it is not practical enough?

® How can you convince your readers that your proposal can be achieved? :

Step 6 Analyze your potential readers

m Whom are you writing for?

m How interested will your readers be in this problem?

m How much does this problem affect them?

m How would your solution benefit them directly and indirectly?

Step 7 Write a draft

Define the problem

m Set out the issue or problem. You might begin by telling about your experi-
ence or the experience of someone you know. You might need to argue for
the seriousness of the problem, and you might have to give some background
on how it came about.

Present your solution

® You might want to set out your solution first and explain how it will work
th.en consider other possible solutions and argue that yours is better; or y;u
might want to set out other possible solutions first, argue that they éion’t solve
the problem or are not feasible, and then present your solution.
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w Make clear the goals of your solution. Many solutions cannot solve problems
completely. If you are proposing a solution for juvenile crime in your
neighborhood, for example, you cannot expect to eliminate all juvenile crime.

w Describe in detail the steps in implementing your solution and how they will
solve the problem you have identified. You can impress your readers by the
care with which you have thought through this problem.

w Explain the positive consequences that will follow from your proposal. What
good things will happen and what bad things will be avoided if your advice is

taken?

Argue that your proposal is feasible

m Your proposal for solving the problem is a truly good idea only if it can be put
into practice. If people have to change the ways they are doing things now,
explain why they would want to change. If your proposal costs money, you
need to identify exactly where the money would come from.

Conclude with a call for action

& Your conclusion should be a call for action. You should put your readers in a
position such that if they agree with you, they will take action. You might
restate and emphasize what exactly they need to do.

Step 8 Revise, edit, proofread

m For detailed instructions, see Chapter 12.
m For a checklist to use to evaluate your draft, see pages 21 7-222.



